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NOTHING $3.00 


* Henry Green, whose novel Loving is still riding high on the best-seller and good 
literature lists, offers another ingenious, tenuous and wholly engaging something called 
Nothing. Very light fingers are at work here creating a comedy of manners of high order, 
and the result is at once humorous, delicate, flippant, ordered and demoniacally wise. 

Mr. Green concerns himself with trivia and artifice and in so doing, creates a kind of 
fluffy microcosm of West-End London in 1948. This particular and delightful society has 

as its most important components Jane Weatherby, an enchanting widow whose children (an 
effeminate Philip and an insecure, young and projectile Penelope) are of great concern to 
her; John Pomfret, a much adored though often heartless widower whose daughter Mary be- 
comes engaged to Philip Weatherby; alcoholic 29 year old Liz Jennings and polite, politic 
and pompous Dick Abbot. It is generally suspected that Mary and Philip are actually half 
brother and sister as Jane Weatherby and John Pomfret had had a furious affair at one point 
during their youth. But at the time of Mary and Philip’s engagement, Mr. Pomfret is sleep- 
ing and lunching with Liz Jennings and Jane Weatherby is lunching with Dick Abbot. All of 
which- a scrambled situation at best- becomes exceedingly more scrambled by the close when 
everybody goes off with somebody else. The conversations of all these people form the 
spine of the book, and they talk in ale houses, over intimate lunches and dinners, and at 
fabulous parties where all the men wear gardenias and all the women wear orchids. At just 
such a party John Pomfret says- "That is the whole beauty of us, we never can seem to do 
anything". Though trivia, Vothing is monumental trivia, concerned as it is with a kind of 
love, a kind of death and a kind of life. 


March 29 v 


Cooper, Louise Field Harper ; 
THE BOYS FROM SHARON $2.75 “ 


A deftly scontrived comedy of manners set in the frame of an old Connecticut house 
whose neat fabric is ripped apart by the week’s visit of two little boys. For Mrs. Fanning, 
“mother of committees", her brother, Forrest Howe and his daughter, resentful Edith, live 
in a sterile, patterned routine, comfortably cared for by a cook, maid and gardener and 
George, eight, and Lucius, 12, can neither fit nor conform to it. Their mother, sousin to 
Mrs. Fanning, is recuperating from pneumonia in Bermuda, and their “hollow day” away from 
home is beset with the misunderstandings of strange adults, and the fundamental ignorance 
of a grown up world unaccustomed to children. Not Penrod-ish boys, nevertheless George's 
concern for his little glass harp, Lucius’ love of architecture, their clean-cut logic all 
go to confound the unchanged rhythm of Mrs. Fanning’s menage. Edith’s romance is unwitting- 
ly blocked and then abetted; the cook and the gardener leave; haircuts lead to trouble; a 
dinner party is threatened; and the parents’ return home a day early is a blessed event. 

An extremely adult view of the whole proceeding, this is told in a carefully weeded, nur- 
tured and precise style whose fastidiousness gives a delicacy to domesticity in crisis. 

The humor here is fragile rather than hearty. Perfect for women’s clubs the country over. 
Book of the Month Club's co-selection for April with Marchette Chute’s Shakespeare of London 


(p. 40). 
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Something Special 


A new Jean Plaidy- THE GOLDSMITH'S WIFE (Appleton-Century) is good historical romance; 
an impressive first novel in John Kerouac's THE TOWN AND THE CITY (Harcourt, Brace); 
David Walker's GEORDIE (Houghton, Mifflin) is fresh and gay; and G. B. Stern's A DUCK 
TO WATER (Macmillan) is another fable of animal life. Of the other titles, a more than 
usual number are reasonably saleable. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
February 17 


Redding, J. Saunders Harcourt, Brace 
STRANGER AND ALONE $3.00 


By @ professor, writer, who has also received the recognition of a Guggenheim 
Fellowship, this is a harsh, undeviating, uncompromising portrayal of a mulatto, Shelton 
Howden, insecure, abrupt, hostile, and always a “stranger and alone". At New Hope, a mis- 
sionary-founded college for mulattos, he gets his first intellectual indoctrination in the 
racial inferiority of the Negro, has his contempt strengthened by a year in New York and 
an exposure to Harlem. Returning to teach at a Negro college in the South, Howden becomes 
the particular protege of its President, Perkens Wimbush, also a mulatto. Under the tute- 
lage of Perkens, Howden lines up with the politicians to degrade the Negroes, minimizes any 
agencies or attempts to give them a chance, accepts the cynical reality that they will al- 
ways only be the “white man’s niggers“. After an uneven affair with Gerry, Wimbush’ daugh- 
ter, Howden agrees to marry Nan, who irritates him with her simplicity, racs-mindedness, 
idealism, and at the close he commits the final betrayal when he informs on his people... 
Some strong, effective writing here in a portrayal which if it cannot attract SapEneny has 
a believable authenticity. The audience however will be a limited one. 


February-23-—~ J\igiale \2 


Cherakis, George Peterson Farrar, Straus 
THE HAND OF ALEXANDER $3.00 


With surgeon Clifford Webster's delivery of the legendary Hand of Alexander, a 
symbol of Greek unity and liberation, to Pan Nikiforos in Greece, Webster is attracted by 
both the beauty and the spirit of this country, has a new cause for identification with it 
when he falls in love with Penelope, Pan's daughter. Staying on, after war is declared, 
Webster heads a base hospital at the front, participates in some grim battle action and 
the tragedy of the surrender. Marrying Pen, Webster returns to America with her for a 
time while she enlists helps for her country, and then they return- to a Greece torn by 
Germans, guerillas and Communist forces within the guerillas, and to danger as they accept 
an undercover mission... Some fairly steady action hers, an insistence on the glory that 
is Greece, keeps this going- but with no great distinction. 


March 2 


Kerouac, John . Harcourt, Brace 
THE TOWN AND THE CITY $3.50 


* An impressive first novel which handles the mosaic of large family life and rela- 
tions with sensitive and calculated skill. For the Martins, of Galloway, Mass., are ten in 
number and this gives an intimate picture of their household solidarity, their individual 
torments, despairs and moments of exuberance. The father who knows failure, the mother 
whose visions do not fail her, Joe who must be footloose, Francis who must be solitary, 
Peter who questions, Liz who runs away, Ruth and Rose and Mickey and Charley - all know the 
security of the old home, the sorrow of the breakup when they move to a tenement, and the 
ending of the unit when the war comes along. And it is through their lives during the war- 
all scattered by it - that reunion at their father's death takes on a deeper and stronger 
tone. There is an unremitting emphasis in the following of each personal life, there is a 
lyrical rhythm to the writing, a certain control in the handling, that keeps alive the in- 
terest in what might have been an overlong novel whose reality is neither forced nor raw. 














February 1, 1950 Fiction -70- 


March-3s— 
ba LA/“VVT av 
Delmar, Vina Harcourt, Brace 
ABOUT MRS. LESLIE $2.75 


Something just a little stronger than sentiment, but none of the tarnish or the 
lure of another generation's Bad Girl, this focusses on the lives- chiefly love lives- of 
Vivien Leslie and her roomers, an elderly couple- Mr. and Mrs. Poole, and younger Nadine 
Roland and Lan McKay. For Mr. and Mrs. Poole, it is the tragedy of their daughter, Karen, 
now dying in a hospital, and Mrs. Poole’s even sadder recognition of the worthlessness of 
her only child; for Nadine, it was the hope of getting into pictures, but only making the 
payroll from which she is dropped; for Lan, escape from 4 family which overvalued money, 
and the decision to make a new start without them and with Nadine; and for Mrs. Leslie, 
there are the memories of a yearly six weeks with the figure of national prominence she 
had known as Mr. Leslie, who had died but had left her with a contentment in the love they 
had shared if only at intervals... Some fairly realistic romantic interludes- this will not 
be too suspect for conservatives and will be for rent. 


March 10 


Plaidy, Jean Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE GOLDSMITH'S WIFE $3.00 


* The high tradition of royal romance for the life of Jane Shore, who, sold to the 
goldsmith, Williem Shore, renounced her marriage for the love of Edward IV. Here is her 
progress, as King’s favorite, Queen’s confidante, and champion of the oppressed, her in- 
creasing awareness of the dangers of such a position, and in her compassion, in her fool- 
ishness and her inability to learn, the threat of things to come. For with Edward, sick, 
gross and helpless, there was her lustful passiou for Thomas Grey, marquess of Dorset, 
which her lover used to ensnare Hastings, whom she had always hated for his attempts to 
seduce her; with the knowledge of her love for Hastings, there is the remorse that always 
followed her for being the cause of his murder by Richard. And it was Richard, usurper 
of the throne, and his threat to the little princes, who was more than once the cause of 
her demeanment - in forcing her to acknowledge herself a harlot, in imprisoning her in 
Ludgate. Thomas Lynton, the King’s solicitor, rescued her from that, and, in her new 
freedom, Jane saw the threat of Tudor Henry and the culmination of the tragedy in the 
murder of the little princes in the Tower. This is the desperate game of kingship, the 
profligacy of the 15th century, the ruthlessness of court and popular opinion which en- 
braces both the pattern and fabric of history and the story-teller’s art. Historical 
fictionization of assuredly wide market, not limited to readers of her previous books. 


Fellows, Alice Harcourt, Brace 
LAUREL $3.00 


A first novel, by a very young writer, this has many talents which include a 
classical severity, a suggestive sense of time and place, and a cumulative intensity. 
From childhood on, Elizabeth had been dominated by the remembrance of Laurel, her grand- 
mother’s declining plantation home which her mother- Lily- had given up to marry Cyril, 

@ brilliant lawyer of farmer stock. Lily's inability to forget Laurel and its proud 
traditions had ruined her marriage, and Cyril, and the image is again projected in her 
children, Elizabeth whom she identifies with Cyril, Parry whom she aligns with Laurel. 
Always thwarted in her attempt to win her mother's affection- away from Parry, hostile 
toward her father, Elizabeth is only conscious of her humiliations, goes out with Aubrey- 
who is in love with her- inasmuch as he offers her the background her mother had lost. 
And although Aubrey shows her that her ambitions are for a dead, invalid world, Elizabeth 
bypasses his love in the hope of securing Laurel for herself, at the close is left with 
nothing... For more discriminating readers, this is haunting, holding. 
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Marshall, Edison Farrar, Straus 
LOVE STORIES OF INDIA $3.00 






Fifteen short stories of exotic love and adventure for the Walter Mitty minded, 
these display tiger hunts, dusky jungle maidens and pukka British Sahibs, with never an 
unsatisfactory ending. Much of the material has had previous magazine appearance and the 
threadbare patterns are handled with the dexterity of the really slick writer who knows his 
business down to the last 0. Henry ending. A brief foreword to each story gives something 
of the literary mechanics which went into it, the author's own opinions, etc. For escap- 
ists, romanticists, this is chiefly rentable. 





































March 23 


Hartley, L. P. Doubleday 
THE BOAT $3.50/fevee 


A leisurely, discursive, and pervasively British travesty of the village of Upton, 
of some minor incidents which become major issues, and of Timothy Casson- a middleaged wri- 
ter, who settles there during the war only to find that the right to take his boat out on 
the river is a privilege of the select- from which he is excluded. Cosmopolitan, cultiva- 
ted, affable, and painfully eager to please, Casson is faced with the rebuffs of his surly 
servants as well as moments of discomfiture and defeat at the hands of the villagers. Dogged 
by bad luck, his good intentions miscarry and misfire, his love for young Vera Cross is 
lightly bypassed, and he is finally driven- in a moment of desperate rebellion- to defy 
tradition by rowing his boat on the river. This act unfortunately ends in the death of two 
others, and Casson retreats gratefully to London.... The inaccessibility of a close commun- 

© ity to an outsider, the inviolability of foolish precedents and practices, these make up a 
comedy of mischance which is aware but never acid. Ina very different mood from his ear- 
lier The Sixth Heaven, Eustace and Hilda, etc. This new book is for the Thirkell audience. 


Walker, David Houghton, Mifflin 
GEORDIE $2.50 “ 


* It’s not so much the tale here- as the telling- which makes this one of the few 
books which offer a very genuine gaiety and pleasure. Geordie MacTaggart was tired of the 
epithet "wee" and subscribed to Henry Samson's physical culture course, which he carried 
out to the last muscle with typical Scottish stubborn determination despite the teasing of 
his sweetheart Jean and the kindly protestations of his parents when the cottage shook at 
Geordie's setting up exercises as from & subway train. Wee Geordie attains an impressive 
six foot five of solid brawn and is persuaded by Jean and the local minister to direct some 
of his diligence at learning to put the shot and at his job of gamekeeper for the laird. 
Geordie learns so well that he ends up with an Olympic championship but an unincreased 
knowledge of women, and it takes a little advice along this line to make Geordie realize 
that the laird is not so daft as he seemed to be. The author’s sympathy and love for the 
Scotch temperament and scene, the delightful innocence of humor gives this book its particu- 
lar quality which everyone can enjoy. David Walker is also the author of the recent, very 
different but equally successful The Storm and the Silence. 


2 UV 
March 24 
Wilder, Robert Putnam 
’ WAIT FOR TOMORROW $3.50 | 


The odyssey of Slade Compton in which, after fairly spectacular and sensational 
episodes, he finds not only himself but also a decent feeling towards his country. Report- 
er on the N.Y.C. Journal when a girl he has picked up suicides and his favorite mistress 
and he are caught by the man who is keeping her, Slade is ready to ship out with Rakov who 
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has hired him for public relations in assisting an exiled king to enter the U.S. In Mexico 
Slade is forced to sort out King Charles’ menage - Gizka the prime minister, Rakov, the 
financial adviser and not too savory, Ilona, Gizka'’s wife and Charles’ mistress, and Mon- 
ique, Gizka's secretary and worn with worry over the threat of Lesbianism. The need to 
curry favor with Hardesty, a Texan bigshot, ready with a deal to get Charles forsed ‘down 
the American throat, climaxes in Ilona'’s death and Slade's realization of the mess of filth 
he is playing with. He steals Hardesty’s contract, mails it to his old paper, and escapes 
to the hills under threat of death from Gizka and Rakov and there faces the knowledge he 
must return to New York. The brittle cadre of emigres and their vicious, expatriate life 
is given full production, the lonesome wolfing of Slade and his retarded development into 
arn emotional maturity is expressively, vigorously presented, and the whole offers sometimes 
distasteful, sometimes penetrating excursions into the mental machinery of personality and 
nationality. Not for the thinner skinned readers. 

j 


Merctr2s *7% {9 


Balchin, Nigel Houghton, Mifflin 
A SORT OF TRAITORS $3.00 


Returning to the particular climate- the community of scientists- of The Small 
Back Room, but without the dramatic sharpness of that book which reached an even greater 
intensity in Mine Own Executioner, this still argues around a point of conscience with con- 
siderable effectiveness. Lucas Sewell, a research man, whose lifework has been spent on 4 
project concerning the mechanism of epidemics, reaches a successful conclusion with defini- 
tive evidence, but is told- by the government- that its publication will jeopardize nation- 
al security in the event of a possible war. The variance between the scientist’s outlook- 
the common good- and the politicians’ concern for just one country creates the conflict 
here and Sewell, as well as Marriott, a youngster in the laboratory, are tempted toward 
treason. Marriott, needled by an armless Irishman, a war victim, is almost gulled into 
betrayal and at the close it is Sewell who realizes that personal vanity has been involved 
on his part, impetuous idealism on Marriott's, and the affair is closed... The writing here, 
as in the earlier books, is spare, swift, neat; the problem played out in its personal and 
ethical considerations. 


Connolly, Myles Macmillan 
THE BUMP ON BRANNIGAN'S HEAD 3|/f $2.50 

A tissue thin first novel which presents the dilemma of the common man when he 
attempts to practice the golden rule, and which caricatures science, religion, business, 
boosters and gullible John Q. Public. It all starts with Brannigan'’s bump on the head when 
he resolves to win back his scientist son by being the Christian he professes to be. He 
chops down his hedge, restoring his neighbors’ hearing which had been impaired by his form- 
er unfriendliness; he gives money to an assailant,cures arthritis, hives, and a crick in 
the neck- all through his new-found kindness. ‘ihe local newspaper capitalizes on the events 
to boost circulation, dubs him a saint and starts a movement. Opposing the ballyhoo is 
Brannigan’s son and his boss, a scientist, and normalcy returns to Brannigan when the paper 
brands him the Saturday night drunk that he is and the illusion of saintliness is shatter- 
ed... A sterile, cdntrived farce and semi-satire, which has little to say except perhaps 


that blood is thicker than water. ‘ait 
March_29 

Highsmith, Patricia Harper 

STRANGERS ON A TRAIN $2.75 V 


The sphere of suspense for the story of 4 strange, parasitic attachment and the 
unbelievable events which follow. Guy Haines, on the way to Texas to divorce his wife 
Miriam so that he can marry Anne, is picked up by Charles Bruno, an alcoholic and a maniac, 
who suggests to him that he murder Miriam- in exchange for Guy's murder of the father he 
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| hates. Dismissing this at the time, Guy later finds that Miriam has been murdered, and he 
4 is haunted by the reappearance of Bruno, threats, letters. Guy, composed and reputable, at 
ry the time, is finally worn down by guilt, fear, sleeplessness, and he commits the murder 
that Bruno lays out for him. Never free of his conscience- or of Bruno- Bruno's accidental 
death is the impetus for Guy's eventual confession.... All of this seems quite unreasonable. 





April 3 Y/Y 


Connolly, Francis X. Dutton 
GIVE BEAUTY BACK $2.75 


By & Catholic writer, and inclined toward that audience, this is the retrospective 
portrait of Ransom Gilby,-now a world famous artist, through the eyes of an old college 
friend, Ted Shaw. With the production of a play vindictively based on Ranse’s affair with 
the one girl he loved, Ruth Berner, Ted returns in time first to his meeting with Ranse, 
lonely, restless, rootless. There was the affair with Ruth, interrupted by the war- and 
ended not by Ranse- but by Ruth. And finally Ted's meeting again with Ranse, in New Mexico, 
where Ranse has for the first time found serenity and reached the heighth of his artistry 
under the inspiration of Catholicism and in giving “beauty back to God".... Beyond its 
denominational direction, this is as a novel- nondescript, its assets dubious. 


| Breckling, Grace Jamison Westminster 
i DREAM WITHOUT END $3.00 


A story of contemporary issues and values which introduces some honest situations 
and fresh dialogue, this tells of Joyce Vaughn, up from a mill settlement and married into 
| a comfortable clubwoman's life, who is somewhat restless and particularly disturbed by her 
| exclusion from the affairs of David, her son, and Linda, her daughter. David, back from 
| @ the wars, and engaged to a girl he no longer loves, is discontented with the complacent life 
he’s booked for. And Linda, in love with Mike, from the same mill town background her moth- 
er has discarded, is ashamed to bring him home- knowing that her mother's social and reli- 
gious tolerance is limited. But by the time that David has broken the engagement and found 
the work he wants to do- towards world peace, and Linda and Mike have decided to pioneer in 
Alaska, Joyce has seen the narrowness of her ways... A big step up from the church social 
school of rental fiction, the moral message is non-obtrusive and the reading pleasant. 


Giles, Janice Holt Westminster 
THE ENDURING HILLS $3.00 


| A chronicle of the essential values of the simple life told with a genuine love 
| for the Kentucky Hill country. Hod Pierce differs from his simple, moral family on Piney 
Ridge only in that he is endowed with ambition. His longing to see and make his mark on 
the world eventually causes him to enlist in the army and escape from the hills. While in 
service he meets Mary, a young school teacher from Louisville, and they are married at the 
end of the war. Mary is understanding but shocked when she meets his family in their pri- 
mitive home and he takes her back to the city. Through her help he begins to "make his 
mark": however he finds that financial success involves the sacrifice of his integrity so 
with Mary’s support and consent they return to the hills to lead the good life. A great 
over-simplification here of problems and values, but a constant appeal of sincerity. For 
rent. 
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Perri, Francesco Macmillan 
THE UNKNOWN DISCIPLE $3.50 






A palpable and labored imitation of The Robe, in a story of Marcus Adonias, bas- 
tard son of a Roman vice-governor of Jerusalem and of Micol, a member of the Sanhedrin. 
Taken from his mother by his father, orphaned later and the heir to a great fortune, Marcus 
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is sent to Rome to be the ward of a sadistic old patrician, Valerius Messala. Here the au- 
thor gives in meticulous detail a vivid picture of degenerate Rome- ridden by cupidity, lust, 
superstition, fear and power politics. Marcus falls in love with Varilie, who instructs him 
in the preliminaries of the sacred passion and eventually- in a pagan initiation ceremony to 
culminate in the fulfillment of their love, they are separated and a decrees of exile im- 
posed upon them, Varilia to Egypt, Marcus to the garrison in Jerusalem. Up to this point, 
the story in its lurid details, has a certain contribution to make. But from here out, the 
effort to inject Marcus’ story into the gospel pattern fails utterly to capture either the 
heroic or the spiritual values. The rephrasing of such passages as are recognizably from 
the biblical text has little warmth or inspiration. Marcus as the youth who gave up his 
wealth to follow Jesus, as the owner of the house in whose upper chamber the “last supper" 
was held, is never a convincing nor an appealing figure. His death ends the story- follow- 
ing the rumored resurrection. The scholarship here is its outstanding recommendation. 





April 4 





Macmillan 
A DUCK TO WATER $1.75 






Stern, G. B. 


This belongs in a very G.B. Stern-ish category, already distinguished by her 
Ugly Dachshund and The Dark Gentleman. There's humor here- and a subtle commentary on hu- 
manity- and sentiment without the sentimentality all too common in the majority of books 

about animal life. This is a barnyard and duckpond story, a reverse on The Ugly Duckling 
in a tale of one duckling who fancied himself a swan, who disdained the water in which his 
brothers disported themselves. Of how he collected from the elders of the barnyard a dis- 
torted portrait of a sort of swan-peacock, and tried to call himself to the attention of 

the humans, known either as “Legs”, “Sardonic", "Nitwit", “Owner”, “Feeding”, etc. And an 
episode in which the disposal of some kittens becomes a major issue, and an amusing finale 
which has a direct bearing on ducklings... All in all, a slight but generally delightful 

parable in feathered form, a special item for a special G.B. Stern market. 


April 6 


Shulman, Max Doubleday 
SLEEP TILL NOON $2.00 


A new, wild-eyed Shulman satire, in his naive, panting first person and of a mad, 
boozing country club set and the rags-to-riches myth. A nimble nitwit, the hero describes 
himself as not handsome in the ordinary sense, being rather too bullet-headed to conform 
to the popular conception of good looks, but nevertheless attractive to many women- partic- 
ularly women interested in ballistics. From a railroad shack home which featured a scrub- 
woman mother and indigent father, the hero wanted to get rich, sleep till noon, with some 
other less publisheble indulgences. First as a night bus boy, then a quack lawyer, he is 
invited as an oddity exhibit to the exclusive Ivanhoe Gardens, the product of a real estate 
man with a Scott complex, and on a drunken lark- marries an heiress. With his final double- 
cross of his best friend, he is accepted in his new world... There's less of the pure non- 
sense humor here- in exchange for 4 small social message, but this is not up to his first 


books. 
April 10 


Guerard, Albert J. Knopf 
NIGHT JOURNEY $3.00 


* A compelling, prophetic adventure into the future world, a world not of startling 
technological change but of jaded moral and material decadence through the obscurity of long 
wear. Idealistic young Sgt. Paul Haldan leaves his heroic commander to an almost certain 
death when he believes him to have been a traitor. Unable to assume the moral responsibil- 
ity for his own actions, to accept the mixture of evil with good, Paul is forced into the 
frightening position of working as an underground agent behind the enemy lines where he 
feels certain he will meet his betrayed commander who had managed to escape from the death 
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trap. Through an appallingly realisitc background of ruined cities, feeling that he is the 
helpless victim of propaganda and military opportunism, Paul seeks to find and lay the 
ghost that haunts him. The problems, both philosophical. and psychological, are of enduring 
importance set in an all too possible framework of the future which demands a judgment of 
the reader. An exciting adventure story which has both momentum and depth. 


4 

April 11 
Dee, Sylvia Macmillan 
DEAR GUEST AND GHOST $2.75 


Not with the grace and charm of The Ghost And Mrs. Muir but with a more earthy 
and commonplace quality, this tells of the haunting of unimpressive, run of the mill house- 
wife, Mrs. Helmakobbler, who, in the family's move from New York City to Staten Island, ac- 
_Quires a true friend in Leicester, inhabitant of other worlds but lively in his interest in 
the present. Through him Mrs. Helmakobbler is able to put up with a husband who is fatuous 
in his joke-making, a prig of a daughter and a be-bop, slangy young son. And with his help 
she gets the daughter married, her son becomes famous as 4 painter (Leicester enlists Vin- 
cent Van Gogh's aid for Stevy's talent), and her husband eased off his dull jokes. There 
is the contretemps of an alcoholic who sees Leicester, a visiting sister who does' not and 
who is continually mystified, and assorted mishaps which end in a move to Minneapolis - 
where Mrs. Helmakobbler's life is made perfect when Leicester follows her. Amusing enough 
treatment of a popular theme - but Mrs. Muir and her ghost had more quality. 


April 12 


Freedman, Benedict and Nancy Harper 
THIS AND NO MORE $3.50 ~ 


The authors of popular Mrs. Mike turn here to a full length, analytical portrait - 
that of Lucien, whose development is shown from the time he is eleven to his adjustment af- 
ter the death of his wife, Fredda. Beginning with his dreamings during rheumatic fever 
which weakened the fortitude and self reliance his father depended on to pull him through, 
it follows the course of his discipline brought about by his father's sudden death, his 
schooling and his relationships with his friends and tantalizing Carol. His mother's second 
marriage, the loss of a chance to go to college, and his meeting with Fredda, send him to 
work in an actuarial firm where friendship with an old Englishman helps to change his life. 
But when Carol and her unwanted, unborn child descend on him, Lucien gives them shelter even 
though it disturbs his relationship with Fredda. The birth of the baby results in further 
complications but does bring about his marriage, and when Fredda loses their child it is 
the beginning of her desperate fight for life which when it ends finds an answer in Carol's 
little boy.... A diagnostic, subjective treatment of frustration, rebellion and intellectu- 
al growth, this is no companion or extension of the earlier book but rather a different 
subject and treatment entirely and for a much more introspective, patient audience. 


April 13 


Gorman, Herbert . Rinehart 
THE BREAST OF THE DOVE $3.50 


An historical novel of reliable interest which has to do with Emperor Maximilian, 
the Hapsburg pawn of Napoleon, and his beautiful Empress Carlota. Captain Balzane, of the 
French forces in Mexico, weary and fearful of his affair with noble, animalistic Otea, wel- 
comes the assignment to meet Maximilian on his arrival in Vera Cruz, and becomes a dedicated 
man when he falls in love - at first sight and hopelessly - with the Empress. Otea tries to 
force him to return to her, her husband suicides, and Otea's madness endangers Balzane's 
life. His adoration for Carlota makes her story his own and when she leaves on her futile 
mission to Europe she entrusts Maximilian to his care. True to her, Balzane is loyal to 
the tottering court when the French leave, when Otea tries to kill him and his final at- 
tempt to rescue Maximilian is thwarted by her in her last effort to murder him, which re- 
sults in her death. The genuine drama of the factual material has been used with discrim- 
ination and the true tragedy loses nothing of its poignancy in this retelling. For an 
established market. 
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April 13 





Grafton, C. W. Rinehart 
BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT $3.00 







* Through the act and aftermath of murder, this follows Jess London, 4 young lawyer, 
in his understandable and unpremeditated killing of his brother-in-law. When his initial, 
impulsive confession to the police is disbelieved, Jess later firmly claims that he is in- 
nocent, even to Wiggie whom he loves, tries his own case when he is indicted, and proves 
"beyond a reasonable doubt" that he is not guilty in a brilliant courtroom performance. The 
acceleration and absorption of the suspense medium- to which the legal pyrotechnics lend 
more than the usual substance. Smart stuff. 

















Rinehart 
CLAN MCGUIRE $2.75 








Mangold, Ila Cornelius 







1905 - Dallas, Texas - and the McoGuires in their simple, comfortable lives re- 
vealed. Young Maggie whose belief in prayer is buttressed by the adults, Kathy who dis- 
misses faithful Bob for newcomer Randolph, Father who is no success as & real estate man, 
and Mother who can cushion every blow - and Grandpa who lives a deus ex-machina role too 
well. Bob dashes off to Oklahoma to make a fortune and learns the hard way, everyone con- 
spires to break off Kathy's engagement to Randolph while Father lives on thin hope for 4 
bettering of his fortunes. It is Grandpa who routes Randolph, who gives Bob the boost he 
needs to lick the oil game and win Kathy back and who sets in motion a happy future for the 
clan. Neither glamorous nor yet corny, this combines a certain matter of fact simplicity 
with a warm feeling for family life and period atmosphere, and a certain gay humor. In 
keeping with the era's lack of sophistication. 











April 14 


















Biddle, Livingston, Jr. Messner 
MAIN LINE $3.00 


Against the changeless, assured, aristocratic montage of Philadelphia’s main line, 
this is the story of a love affair which defied- and was almost broken by- the patterns of 
the past, and the set rules of a very set society. Paul Brent, back home after four years 
of war, is at first disoriented on his return, disgusted by the conservative complacency of 
his oldest friend, Randy, unwilling to accept the expected marriage to Sarah, Randy's sister. 
When he falls in love with Sandra, Randy's wife, it is she who defers the decision to leave 
him until the suspicion of his parents accelerates the situation. Running off with Paul, 
first to a hotel, then to some dingy furnished rooms, both Paul and Sandra cannot escape 4 
certain regret for the life they have left, a guilt which imposes a strain on both of them. 
But after several months, and just before Sandra is to have Paul's child, Randy accedes to 
a divorce and the two have a better chance at a life together. The values here are roman- 
tic, credibly so, to ascertain rentals- some sales. 


Lieber, Fritz Pellegrini & Cudahy 
GATHER, DARKNESS $2.75 


Science-fiction which, employing all the supersonic equipment, nevertheless con- 
centrates on the psychological control of mass thinking and management. In the city of 
Megatheopolis, the Hierarchy, whose domination is sought by Goniface, is confronted by 
rumors of witchcraft, by the threats of Jarles who sees the truth of the slave state the 

ee Hierarchy has created. Jarles is taken care of by a personality change, but Sathanas and 
his followers are harder to defeat. Goniface makes his attempts to restore the people's 
faith by showing how the magic works, but it is the witches and the warlocks who win out, 
saved by their science bred familiars, and the Hierarchy falls - with a tremendous crash. 
Not topranking in this field. 












e 
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April ?? 


Chaze, Elliott Simon & Schuster 
THE GOLDEN TAG ~ $3.00 


A second (The Stainless Steel Kimono) novel which pursues the sometimes gay, some- 
times fractious tenor of accord between Steve and Sally Monaghan, who with Tim, eight, are 
living in New Orleans where Steve is a news wire service man. There is the discouraging 
sameness of the heat, the dirt, and Sally's increasing irritability during her second preg- 
nancy; there is their running feud with the Bears who live next door, there are Steve's 
temptations which run to beer and poker and a Mrs. Barclay, and the latter day regrets 
that he can't give Sally more; there is the disappointment when Sally's baby doesn't live, 
and Steve's manuscript is rejected; and there is the drama of a milk strike, when Steve is 
almost strung up on 4 tree by some angry farmers, and a hurricane- in which they're separ- 
ated... There's a young, recognizable resilience here to provide lighter reading with no 
specific importance or inclination. (Some public libraries may lift an eyebrow at the 
more natural elements. ) 


VICES AND VERSAS 
March 13 


Coxe, George Harmon Knopf 
EYE WITNESS $2.50 


Tall story, with smooth gearing and never a camera click. Kent Murdock finds 
his paper's assignment is really a personal matter, to insure Helen Farnsby's divorce from 
no-good Lee and her return to her politically ambitious uncle. Lee is killed and Murdock, 
after proving the body is not his, has then to prove his innocence. Crowded, and admitted- 
ly careless, Murdock finally comes through. In the series. 


March 15 


Stewart, Jay M. S. Mill 
BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE $2.50 


Captain Richard Burris, on post-war duty in Washington, was not as lucky as he 
thought when he hit a jackpot and used the quarters to call his old flame Vonny and propose 
by phone. The bride-to-be arrived quickly, bringing not only her own beautiful body but a 
bag of trouble to boot. Bodies, in fact, seem to be her specialty- dead ones- and Rich is 
so busy trying to protect her that he fails to see the light- even in his lovely blonde 
secretary's eyes- until he is nearly killed by the paranoiac Vonny...A good swift pace and 
some entertaining dialogue to this. 


March 28 


Martin, Henrietta & Greenberg 
Lewis, Gina THE NAKED EYE $2.50 


Elements of shock and sensation for the story of Zack Anders, blinded in the war, 
who is given the eyes of Clinton Page- a murderer- convicted circumstantially, and to re- 
pay the dead man tries to prove his innocence. He is immediately involved with the man 
Page had worked for, his wife- who had been Clinton's mistress, and from murder to black- 
mail is led to a refugee racket of illegal immigration on the passports of dead men... 
There's not much missing here and you wont even have time to come up for air. 
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March 29 _L 


Carr, John Dickson Harper il 
THE BRIDE OF NEWGATE $2+50 2,00 





* 1815 for a mystery-novel of fanciful aspects. For Richard Darwent is to hang for 
having killed Lord Orford in a duel, in a room which has disappeared, and, to earn fifty 
pounds for the actress he loves, he marries imperious Caroline Ross to insure the safety 
of her fortune. But he is reprieved when the defeat of Napoleon clears the way to his in- 
heritance, and, as a peer, he repays Caroline for his humiliation and starts the long search 


for the truth of his innocence. Most superior. 


Morrow 
THE BRIDE REGRETS $2.50 





Carleton, Marjorie 


* The anticipation, rather than actuality, of murder when Mary, young, convent bred, 
and alone marries pompously protective Horace Gateways, who- as Henry Gorby- is known to 
have murdered many wives. With their stopover, on their wedding night, at Mrs. Keppner's 
tourist home, Horace does not find the isolation he needs nor a Mary as susceptible to his 
suggestions as he had hoped. And when the suspicion of his identity is aroused, Horace 
makes a last and hurried attempt to kill while Mary escapes her Bluebeard.... Niceties of 
portraiture and atmosphere give this a special character. 


Y 





April 3 





Dutton 
COMPLIMENTS OF A FIEND $2.50 





Brown, Fredric 































Brown's capacity for grinding them out will soon rival Edgar Wallace. This is 
his seventh in less than three years. The science fiction angle has hit a new note in some 
of the stories. The carnival world has backgrounded two of them. And the general overall 
impression is of fast paced narrative, competent but not distinguished plotting and char- 
acterization....This is the fourth in which Ed and his Uncle Ambrose, recently of carnival 
fame, play a part, with Ed centre on- and his uncle in a disappearing act which puts the 
whole agency and the homicide squad on the prowl. There's a number rackets angle here, and 
@ solution (for Uncle Ed a happy one) which involves footwork and persistence rather than 


wits, Chicago setting. z 
April 14 


Sage, Dana Simon & Schuster 
THE 22 BROTHERS $2.50 


Active Don O'K, aided by the invaluable Indian, Sancho, misses death in a plane 
and encounters ignorance when he tries to track down a member of the Argentinian underground. 
But, chased by secret police and Fascists, he makes his way through the intrigues of Buenos 
Aires and the green hell of the Chaco to achieve his quest and uncover the plot against the 
anti-Fascists. Energetic and exotic. 


REPRINTS FOR MARCH 


BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Disney, Dorothy Cameron - EXPLOSION Meany, Tom - BASEBALL'S GREATEST TEAMS 
Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan - THE VALLEY OF FEAR Ronald, James - THE ANGRY WOMAN 
Foster, Bennett - SEVEN SLASH RANGE | Stilwell, Hart - BORDER CITY 

Lofts, Norah - JASSY Thompson, Thomas - RANGE DRIFTER 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Banning, Margaret Culkin - THE CLEVER SISTER Hammett, Dashiell - NIGHTMARE TOWN 
Douglas, Lloyd C. - INVITATION TO LIVE Iams, Jack - GIRL MEETS BODY 


Ermine, Will - LAST OF THE LONGHORNS Marshall, Rosamond - CELESTE 
Raine, William MacLeod - RUTLEDGE TRAILS THE ACE OF SPADES 










February 1, 1950 Reprints 





GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING for March & 































@ De Luxe 
Givens, Meta- 4d. - MODERN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF COOKING - 2 volumes, boxed - $7.50 
Kieran, John - AN INTRODUCTION TO BIRDS - Illus., 100 birds in full color, 
by Don Eckelberry (Original) 2.00 
Zaidenberg, Arthur ~ STUDIES IN FIGURE DRAWING (Original) 2.95 


Halcyon House 


Craven, Thomas - MEN OF ART - $2.95 Craven, Thomas - MODERN ART - $2.95 
Gould, Laurence - THE COMMON SENSE OF PSYCHOANALYSIS - $1.49 


Perma Giants (Bach $.95) - Hower, Nels and Aline - SUCCESSFUL LETTER WRITING 
Permabooks (Each $.35) 
Baird, Jack - THE CARE AND HANDLING OF DOGS- Edwards, Jill - PERSONALITY POINTERS 
Illus. Paul Brown Hadida, Sophie C. -MANNERS FOR MILLIONS 
THE SOUTH SHA STORIES OF W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM 


Star Dollar 


Bailey, Dorothy Seyl - POPULAR PIANO PLAYING SIMPLIFIED - $.50 
Vandercook, John W. - BLACK MAJESTY 


Sun Dial (Each $1.00) 
* Costain, Thomas B. - HIGH TOWERS Mason, F. Van Wyck - CUTLASS EMPIRE 
GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Library of Practical Handbooks (Each $1.00) 


Miner, Bruce B. - HOW TO GROW FLOWERS , Wrightnour, Bleanor - BASIC GUIDE TO 
VEGETABLES AND FRUIT TREES IN YOUR GARDEN GOOD COOKING | 


Little Inspirational Library (Boxed Set - $2.95) 


& Kempis, Thomas - THE IMITATION OF CHRIST Drummond, Henry - THE GREATEST THING IN 
Bagster, Jonathan - DAILY LIGHT ON THE THE WORLP 
DAILY PATH Yonge, Charlotte M.- Ed. - GOLD DUST 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 
Signet - (Each $.25) P 
Ballinger, Bill S. - THE BODY BEAUTIFUL Heckelmann, Charles N. - VENGEANCE TRAIL 
Bemelmans, Ludwig - NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP Nabokov, Vladimir - LAUGHTER IN THE DARK 
Thayer, Tiffany - THE THREE MUSKETEERS 


Mentor:~ (.35) - Stefferud, Alfred - HOW TO KNOW THE WILD-FLOWERS (Original) 
POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 


_ Allingham, Margery - MORE WORK FOR THE Hayes, Alfred - THE GIRL ON THE VIA FLAMINIA 
@ UNDERTAKER Holmes, L. P. - DESERT TRAILS 
Curtiss, Ursula - VOICE OUT OF DARKNESS Jones, Arthur Frederick - CARE AND TRAINING 







Field, Peter - THE BOSS OF THE LAZY 9 OF DOGS 
Gardner, Erle Stanley - THE CASE OF THE Tey, Josephone - THE FRANCHISE AFFAIR 
BURIED CLOCK Walker, Dorothy P.- FIVE O'CLOCK SURGEON 






White, Nelia Gardnei’ - NO TRUMPET BEFORE HIM 
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Announcing for February 27 






de la Mare, Walter Knopf 
THE COLLECTED TALES OF WALTER DE LA MARE $4.50 











24 short stories by the English master of fantasy, chosen and with an introduc- 
tion by Edward Wagenknecht. The introduction wastes no time on biographical material avail- 
able elsewhere, and is concerned with a sympathetic appraisal of de la Mare's literary po- 
sition, the philosophical value of his mysticism, the virtue of imagination both as a liter- 
ary tool and a means of perceiving reality. Mr. Wagenknecht'’s admiration has not cloyed 

his discrimination and the selections here make clear the remarkable singleness of his vi- 
sion. Short stories only, none of the poetry and no excerpts from longer prose works. 













Announcing for March 15 


Ermine, Will Morrow 
MY GUN IS MY LAW $2.00 








Edited and with an introduction by Erle Stanley Gardner this is another in the 
Triple-A Western Classic series, which is recommended by the editor for its theme - a 
family feud - its detail, setting, character, action, originality and style. 















fe. ie oe 2 oe ee 
Many- But Few and Far Between 


The non-fictional rendition of David Divine's King of Fassarat makes pleasant reading in 
Wees & Thornton's KING-DOCTOR OF ULITHI (Macmillan); Fleet Admiral Leahy'’s I WAS THERE 
(Whittlesey) is another big war record, if the market can absorb it; Felicia Lamport's 
MINK ON WEEKDAYS (Houghton, Mifflin) offers childhood memortes 1n a light, different vein; 
and Jacques Barzun's BERLIOZ AND THE ROMANTIC CENTURY (Little, Brown) is an impressive 
literary, musical accomplishment- for permanent values. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
February 21 























"Oo" (Mathew, Theobald) Farrar, Straus 
FIFTY FORENSIC FABLES $2.75 







Not only an English oddity, but also a quiddity, in moral form, of parables which 
pertain to the form and practice of law. There is a blood relationship - distant but re- 
cognizable - to the fables of George Ade in the capitalized style; there is an essential 
logic in the precepts that legal minds will particularly appreciate, while the layman will 
miss little of the professional wit, couched in such ridiculous fashion. Published first 
in the Law Journal, and then in book form in the late ‘20's, these fables have had a happy 
history in England, and although the terms of the “silk” are not common here, the applica- 
tion is court- and barrister-wise, wide enough for "old birds” and others looking for the 
unpretentious in judges, jurors, clients and cases. The author's own illustrations add to 
the ludicrous - in strictly British good humor. 














February 23 


Swinnerton, Frank Doub eter 
TOKEFTELD PAPERS; Old and New 5. 


A new and enlarged edition reviving essays first printed in 1927, this in omit- 
ee ting three of the original printing, replaces them and adds the preface to The World's 
Classics edition of Nocturne, memorials on H. G. Wells and Arnold Bennett and an introduc- 
tion by the author, now aged sixty five. The twenty five excursions cover a variety of 
subjects, from tendencies of the human race - demands for pity, swank, being pleased with 
one's self, inferiority, giving in to things, respectability, being agreeable - to the 
superior attraction of cats, the importance of treats, the reasons for gloom among garden- 
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ers, on to being forty, personal and professional opinions on reviewing, dreams for a 
daughter ,and winding up with discussions on gossip, charladies, Zhe Wind In The Willows 
as perfect bedside reading, heroines, Christmas presents, travel, visitors, and browsing 
through favorite books. Perspicacious commentary, unpretentious personal history, and 4 
pleasing conversational companion for quiet reading - this should have an assured sale 
among his fiction followers as well as in the essay field. 


"1 “ a 
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Huhner, Dr. Max Farrar, Straus 
SHAKES PEARE'S HAMLET $2.75 + 


Another examination of the character of the “melancholy Dane” which has little 
new to offer- neither freshness of approach nor perception. While this reviewer is in 
complete accord with Dr. Huhner's principal assumptions- (that Hamlet is a sane, courage- 
ous, genuinely gifted man) these remain primarily assumptions lacking the clearcut con- 
viction of original insight, falling back upon lengthy quotations from other Shakespearean 
critics, offering an opportunity for comparison that this work cannot afford to make, and 
relying upon repetition to prove the points he fails to make. Possibly the most, success- 
ful argument, certainly the only one pursued with sustained attention, is the exposition 
of Hamlet's sanity. It is regrettable that the author's well-taken points are so poorly 
presented. 


February 24 


Benham, Clarence Norton 
PEARL DIVER'S LUCK $3.00 


An Australian's account of his career some forty years ago in the waters of the 
Torre Straits, Solomon Islands, the Great Barrier Reef and Marau Sound, diving for pearls. 
There is a lot of fascinating material - about the profession and the industry, about 
undersea life and terrain, the effects of depths, tides and pressures, the importance of 
the seasons, the differences in pearls and their values, and all the tricks of the trade 
in diving- as background for a rough, tough and brawling kind of life. The account of his 
experiences first as new chum then on to mateship and accredited diver, on a b25 ea ton for 
shell and half the value of all the pearls, is accompanied by various exploits of his na- 
tive and white fellow workers, by the dangers, privations and discomfort that were part 
of such 4 career, by the quick thinking and million to onechances that saved their lives. 
There are sharks, headhunters, there are adventures ashore and confidence men, there are 
lovely girls - and not so lovely wives, and there is a rugged collection of characters to 
share the limelight. He-man stuff with a feel of other days. 


February 27 


Gordon, Julius Didier 
YOUR SENSE OF HUMOR $3.00 


The presentation, by a Rabbi, of a philosophy of life at a popular level, this 
is a discussion of humor- not wit- as a "sense of values, a sense of balance, a sense of 
perspective”. Know yourself- and laugh at yourself; use humor in your marriage, with your 
children, and your friends; and apply it to offset prejudice and snobbery, to enhance the 
Pleasures of traveling, reading, worship, and to counteract suffering in times of sickness, 
war, and death. A point of view, which has a variety of illustration- from Schopenhauer 
to Sinatra, and which offers some practical pointers for self help and improvement. Know 


thy market. i 
Troyat, Henri Pantheon 
PUSHKIN: His Life and Times $5.00 


A stunningly convincing picture of the great Russian poet which also offers a 
panorama of Russian life in the first third of the 19th century through the half barbaric, 
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half oriental, wholly dissolute and irrational milieu in which he lived. First there is 
Pushkin the child, descended from an African slave and neglected by his capricious, debt- 
laden parents, members of the lesser nobility. Then there is Pushkin the talented student, 
at which time his talents for buffoonery, liberalism and poetry make their first appear- 
ance. Then there is Pushkin the exile, on a charge of atheism, squandering his health and 
his talents in a life of incredible profligacy. Finding favor with a new Czar, his is an 
almost worse fate as he is seen as a cringing, fawning courier under constant surveillance. 
Finally married to one of Russia's most beautiful women, there is the tragedy of his death 
in a duel with one of his wife's ardent admirers. Although the American reader must ac- 
cept the word of the author that this was a great lyric and epic poet, since the poems 
given here are so untranslatable that their impact on Russia in their time is lost to us, 
this is still an important biographical and historical interpretation. A long term rather 


than immediate market. 
February 28 


lait, Jack & Mortimer, Lee Crown 
CHICAGO CONFIDENTIAL $3.00 


The authors of New York Confidential having a wide open season in Chicago where, 
with the same eagerbeaver bounce, they conduct a palpably sensation-seeking circuit of the 
city. Prostitutes and pimps (81,000 and 52,000 respectively at the last official count), 
gambling dens and bagnios, sex delinquency and narcotic addiction, the big crime cartel 
and politics- “indivisible” with the underworld, the Japanese section and tong wars, the 
Negro Bronzeville, the Loop and the Levee, and very incidentally a little about the nicer 
sections, hotels, restaurants, etc. It's very obvious- and for an obvious market. 


Wees, Marshall Paul & Macmillan 
Thornton, Francis Beauchesne KING-DOCTOR OF ULITHI 32 } 14 $3.00 


* The true account of a navy doctor's stay on the island of Fasserai in the atoll 
of Ulithi, this has its fictional rendition in A.D. Divine's Xing of Fassarat which this 
publisher is issuing also on this date. (See page 679) And although one my question 
whether one book will sap the interest of the other, in actuality they are a very comple- 
mentary couple and interest in one may well heighten interest in the other. Here without 
the humor and some ingenious improvisation, but with a straightforward charm all its own 
is the story of how Lt. Wees was sent to Fasserai to cure the natives of their yaws, and 
of how he stayed on to inaugurate some fairly drastic sanitation, swings and orange juice 
for the children, English lessons and movies, and the building of a new church. There is 
again the attraction of this deeply religious (Catholic), modest, self-disciplined and 
dignified people, of their gratitude which reached its heighth when Wees was offered the 
kingship but agreed only to be co-king with their King Ueg, and of the very happy collabor- 
ation between this American and his natives. Nice. 


March 1 


Rapaport, Anatol Harper 
SCIENCE AND THE GOALS OF MAN $3 .50\- 


A highly readable, frequently absorbing book that should help to dispel the be- 
whiskered notion that scientists as such have no concern with ethical values, and that 
even if they did, science has nothing to do with ethics. The author, Professor of Mathe- 
matical Biology at the University of Chicago, considers the scientific outlook as it af- 
fects the three main streams of human thought and aspiration. In the first cf these, com- 
munication, the subject of semantics, is lucidly described and analyzed as the scientific 
tool whereby language and logic can be used constructively toward promoting a genuine ra- 
ther than a superficial understanding among people. The second, orientation, considers 
metaphysics, the personal framework of purpose through. which w look at the world about us. 
In the third, the author offers science's contribution to-the achievement of a workable 
system of values, or ethics. A fine book for the mature, general reader, with special 
emphasis for the scientifically-minded. 
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March) 6 


Fraser, Helen Whittlesey House 
ASSIGNMENT IN MODELING $3.00 


By the director of the Barbizon School of Modeling, this, in its glowing, 
glamoured version of the most attractive career for the attractive American girl is in 
many ways misleading. For here you will see your beautiful self in the showrooms of Sally 
Victor, Nettie Rosenstein, Valentina- and not behind the racks in some dump on 7th Avenue; 
you will be earning handsome money (Time magazine ran the figure that only 50 or 60 photo- 
graphic models out of 1000 in New York made between ten and twenty thousand a year); you 
will be buying lovely clothes, moving in charmed circles. Getting down to essentials, this 
identifies the particular qualifications for teen age and junior models, illustration jobs, 
high-fashion models, specialized jobs, catalogue and confession magazine work, television 
and fashion films, wholesale and retail modelling, fashion shows- and gives you the neces- 
sary pointers on posing, your face, your figure, your clothes, etc. A last chapter in- 
cludes some of the misconceptions about this profession with a little more realism, but 
the illusion has already been created. 


March 13 


Cleland, Robert Glass Knopf 
THIS RECKLESS BREED OF MEN $4.00 


From contemporary accounts, and with a regional as well as indigenously histori- 
cal value, this is the often dramatic story of the American fur traders, trappers and moun- 
tain men of the Southwest. A peculiar product of the American frontier, these men started 
where more cautious pioneers were glad to stop, faced the constant menace of the Indian and 
the grizly, made a far-reaching contribution to national expansion. The focus here is pri- 
marily on three men; Jedediah Smith, pathfinder beyond the Rockies, a resourceful explorer 
and a Christian gentleman to boot, who was eventually killed by the Comanches; Ewing Young, 
who left no records of his own, but who trapped, traded and explored in the wild border 
provinces of Mexico and was “symbolic of the settler in the clearing”; and Joseph Redde- 
ford Walker who reached the shores of the Pacific- in his own words- “the extreme ond of 
the Great West”. And the expeditions to Santa Fe and beyond, the caravan routes which were 
opened between New Mexico and California amplify this account of forgotten figures and an 
adventurous pursuit. 


Clark, Kenneth Scribner 
LANDSCAPE PAINTING $5.00 


Based on lectures given during the author's first year as Slade Professor at the 
University of Oxford, this series surveys past art for the purpose of understanding and 
evaluating contemporary painting. It shows the development of landscape painting as an 
independent art, the four ways of seeing landscape as a means of pictorial expression, and 
discusses, chronologically, the evolution of the various schools. It is graphically des- 
criptive and enlightening for the serious student of this art, and an excellent reference 
book for all art courses. There are 104 pages of black and white plates to illustrate the 
text. 

Hutchison, Keith Scribner 

THE DECLINE AND FALL OF BRITISH CAPITALISM $3.50 

A scholarly, factual, politico-economic history of England, from the 1880's to 
World War II (with an appended section on today’s Labor regime) which points up and ex- 
Plains the developments in British politics which have led to British Labor rule. The 
revolution is slow motion, as the author calls it, starting with the Third Reform Act which 
extended the franchise to a working class majority in the electorate, and he traces the 
series of governments, the intellectual leadership of the Fabians, the evolution of the 
Labor Party at the turn of the century. British capitalism weakened in the face of strong- 
er competition from Germany and the United States, the impact of wars, and after 1918 the 
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inflation which broke down the international monetary system and free market. With the 
increasing power of liberalism, the governments in power became less able to rehabilitate 
British capitalism by tightening the belt of the working man, and newly attained economic 
and political equality led to the Labor Government of 1945. A liberal, learned review 

of recent English history- for the serious reader. 


March 14 


Nash, Bradley D. & Macmillan 


Lynde, Cornelius A HOOK IN LEVIATHAN — $3.00 
A Critical Interpretation of the Hoover Commission Report 


A full scale study, with warm approval, of the Report of the Committee on Organ- 
ization of the Executive Branch which reviews the twenty-odd task force investigations but 
primarily outlines and interprets the Commission's recommendations. The eight principal 
areas of improvement in the Executive Branch are discussed in detail: the number of de- 
partments and agencies; the President's line of authority and supervision; the Presidential 
staff assistants; the body of administrators and career personnel; administrative prac- 
tices and procedures; the outmoded budget system; the unstandardized accounting methods; 
and the coordination and organization of housekeeping services. A final chapter reports 

on progress in carrying out the Committee's recommendations- through Executive Order, 

plans under the Reorganization Act and legislation. A well-informed appraisal, in rather 
dull governmental prose, for a small audience. 


March 15 “ 





Harper 
THE VOYAGE TO LOURDES $1.00 


Written in 1903, and now posthumously published, this parallels Man, The Unknown, 
his only other book, in its interest in the “world beyond the frontiers of the body”. 
Here Carrel, assuming the name of Lerrac in the narrative, attempting a systematic, sci- 
entific study of the Lourdes cures, joined the pilgrimage train. Disbelieving the pious 
propaganda, the popularization of the Lourdes legend, doubting that the waters could af- 
fect any disease of an organic nature, Carrel was to see the miraculous cure of a Marie 
Ferrand, dying of tubercular peritonitis (by his own diagnosis), and was himself greatly 
moved by the religious fervor of the experience... 


Carrel, Alexis 


Announcing ; 
O'Brien, Kate f 2 4 Harper 
THAT LADY: A Romantic Drama $2.50 


Katherine Cornell's starring vehicle and personal production from the novel For 
One Sweet Grape, this play has had a poor press in contrast to the critical reception of 
the book in 1947. For drama shelves primarily. 


-1i® ? 
Maret-i6 °/.. 
Brown, Dr. Fred & Whittlesey House . 
Kempton, Rudolf T. SEX QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS $2 75 7% 


To offset the prevailing ignorance, superstitution, or faulty information about 
sexual matters met by the authors during their army experience, this book is based on the 
questions most frequently asked in a tabulation of more than a thousand men and women, and 
the answers are drawn from the latest known findings. The coverage here is unusually com- 
prehensive, the material well organized, the approach is liberal, direct, informed as all 
phases- psychological as well as physical- in this area are. handled: the biology of sex; 
marriage; personality problems and emotional factors (love, fear, jealousy, etc.) mastur- 
bation; menstruation; frigidity; contraception; sterility; pregnancy; venereal disease; 
homosexuality and other variations from the norm; sex education for the young. An ex- 
cellent job. 
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Announcing for March 20th 


Stern, Bill Messner 
BILL STERN’S SPORTS QUIZ BOOK $2.00 cloth- $1.00 paper 






































} The radio sportscaster with some 2000 questions about football, baseball, basket- 
ball, hockey, boxing, skiing, tennis, golf, and other games, about featured players and 
their coaches, managers, trainers- this covers the field. Holds a special appeal for 
boys’ club and camp groups as well as father and son combinations. 


William Sloane 
HERMAN MELVILLE 4/0 $3.50 


A restrained, critical biography which gives equal emphasis to the presentation 
of the man as to a clarification of his books through a knowledge of his life and charac- 
ter. The detailed account of Melville’s unstable family life, his escape to the sea, is 
uninterrupted by excessive commentary up to the point of Melville's appearance as a liter- 
ary success with the publication of Typee. The author then uses the groundwork of char- 
acterization he has built up to discuss the works in the order of their production and in 
relation to Melville's life at the time of their composition,and examines the pertinent 
influences from the past,- thus making a logical entry into the critical through the bio- 
graphical data. Avoiding the temptation to capitalize on those elements of Melville's 
life and temperament which could so easily have lent themselves to sensationalism, Mr. 
Arvinhas combined both the human and scholarly approach to his subject and has made a 
definite contribution to the understanding of the curious Melville. In the American Men 
of Letters series. 


Leahy, Fleet Admiral William D. Whittlesey House y~ 
I WAS THERE $4.60 5S — 


Subtitled The Personal Story of the Chief of Staff to Presidents Roosevelt and 
Truman Based On His Notes and Diaries Made at the Time, and with a short introduction by 
President Truman, this is almost a day by day account of the War years. Beginning with 
the author's being relieved of the Governorship of Puerto Rico to become Ambassador to 
France in January, 1941, the state of affairs and diplomatic battles he encountered there 
during that year, his return to the United States (with the body of his wife) to assume 
the post of Chief of Staff, this carries on through all the important events of the years 
up to the defeat of the Japanese. It is an inside picture of the workings of the High 
Command, of overall and individual strategy, of the pressure and tensions which accom- 
panieé everything, from commonplace incidents to all important conferences; it follows 
the shifts of the war, the impact of personalities, the consideration of policy, of mili- 
tary as well as international affairs; it highlights the turning points and occurrences © 
at home and abroad. It is a factual record, in which actual I-sight is sometimes replaced 
with hindsight, and such rings with the truth of personal attendance on events witnessed 
and heard. In the abundance of war records, this has its own place in its comprehensive 
view of a large panorama. Illustrated. 


Arvin, Newton 


March 22 4 } 1% 


Schneider, Daniel E. ) Farrer, Straus 
THE PSYCHOANALYST AND THE ARTIST $4.00 


A “tentative exploration" of the common ground which exists between psychiatry 
and art, this is not only of doubtful general interest but is obscured by some fuzzier 
psychiatric phraseology (the "nature of a developing endowment"- the “creative thrust" - 
etc.). Vaguely, the identity between art and this science lies in a depth of -understand- 
ing of the unconscious to which the power of transformation is added, and these qualities 
reach their clearest relationship in the work of Sophocles and the Oediupus plays. How 
both psychoanalysis and art uses the power of transformation; the nature of the artisitic 
gift; the syndrome of block or blankness; the narcissistic danger; these the points of 
discussion which are followed by some interpretations of the Journal of Bugene Delacroix, 
the painters Chagall, Picasso, van Gogh, and the plays of Arthur Miller. The derivation 
here is Freudian and at a guess, psychiatrists rather than artists might be interested. 
We're tentative too. 
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March 22 


Stamfer, Judah Farrar, Straus 
JERUSALEM HAS MANY FACES $2.75 


e A craggy, passionate vitality is the hallmark - rather than virtuosity - of this 
small volume of poems by an ardent young Zionist. The opening poem, Out Of The Past,a new 
interpretation of Jacob's struggle with the Angel of the Lord, is particularly fine and 
moving in its implication. Others catch the color and intensity of the life and landscape 
of the new-born land of Israel in vigorous splashes of imagery. The war poems - born of 
the Arab-Jewish war - are also rather fine. The others, poems of young love, of New York 
life, are more hackneyed. But through them all pours a certain virile, Hebraic strength 
and a fine stream of faith. This is not finished poetry; it is the outpouring of youth. 
It will certainly find favor among the author's co-religionists and among all those whose 
hearts respond to the promise of the new state in Palestine, and there will be a limited 
but warm audience to receive this book with acclaim. M.S.C. 


March 23 


Levy, Isaac D. Crown 


& Smolens, Bernard J. COURT IS IN SESSION $2.50 


A book form of a Philadelphia television show which, in its imaginary cases, rep- 
resented various types of crime and court procedures. Accidents, murder, mercy killings - 
etc. - these present the technical points and fundamentals of legal technique and termin- 
ology, and, as dramatic skits could well define the issues pictured. But as reading matter 
the repetition is dullish for the layman, while, for legal minds, there is not acute enough 
analysis to make this important for library or reference material. As entertainment in a 
specific medium there is enough basic information to give some familiarity with court for- 
malities but transferred to the reading page one would doubt other than TV's audience as 4 
market for this. 


March 24 


Barringer, Emily D., M.D. Norton 
BOWERY TO BELLEVUE $3.00 


There's a certain old world gentility and sentimentality and no feministic ag- 
gression to this autobiographical account of a very hard fight to become a doctor against 
@ profession which considered this- at the turn of the century- no life for a lady. In 
spite of the reversal of the family's finances, Emily was able to go to Cornell and secure 
her degree, but in spite of the highest marks, was rejected by every hospital where she 
applied for interneship. Finally after a year, she was accepted as the first woman doctor 
at the New York city hospital- Gouverneur- and there confronted not only the most unsavory 
slum section in the city but also the often brutal baiting of the other doctors. Exposed 
to opium, rape, murder,- to long, cold hours of duty on the ambulance, and to a generally 
rugged regime, Emily won first the approval of the nurses and the patients, then the offi- 
cial sanction with her promotion as House Surgeon.... Some really interesting material 
here for a modest recapitulation. 


Tilden, Bill 117 ¢ Simon & Schuster 


HOW TO PLAY BETTER TENNIS $2.75 cloth- $1.00 paper “ 


A veteran's enthusiasm and advice on this game, the former long-term champion not 
only shows that tennis is a sound, scientific game which everyone can play- but also attacks 
the way it is being played today, as a power game with too much stress on physical effort, 
Quick result, and snap judgment. Tilden tries to restore here a more thoughtful type of 
game as he discusses the principles of concentration, practice, keeping your eye on the ball, 
the values of footwork and weight control, the various strokes, the volley, the net game, 
and match play tactics and psychology both in singles and doubles. At the close he gives his 
estimate of today's players- and tomorrow's champions. Illustrated in line and diagram. 

The name value here should ensure sales. 
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March 27 


Dean, Sidney W. Macrae ~-Smith 
& Marshall, Marguerite Mooers $3.50 
WE FELL IN LOVE WITH QUEBEC 


Contagious travel writing by an accomplished team this is a non-routine, mobile 
account of their happy wanderings. Based on their 30 foot cruiser, their discovery of the 
Province of Quebec was effected not only by their own boat, but by chartered boats, cars, 
bus, freighter - and shank's mare; their delights in the foreign land were found in the 
magnificent distances, the cities and the valleys, the forests and shores, the rivers, 
gulf and coast. Down the St. Lawrence, up the Saguenay, island hopping, into Quebec Labra- 
dor and the Cote Nord,along the south shore, the Gaspe, an untouristy tour of Quebec, the 
city, and Montreal, and a friendly curiosity for the ways of life not theirs, for the 
history of a strange country, and a deep appreciation of a courteous, generous, helpful, 
proud people, - all this adds up to a shared personal adventure which is not only informa- 
tive for the traveler and the stay at home, but enjoyable reading as well. More than 40 
photographs as illustrations. 


Bates, Marston Scribner 
THE NATURE OF NATURAL HISTORY $3.50 


* For the science-minded reader, this should provide an excellent bird's-eye view 
of natural history - that area of biology exploring the relationships of living things to 
each other and to their environment in time and space. Beginning with a brief summary of 
the principal divisions of plants and animals,their differing modes of reproduction and 
development, various factors are then discussed - promoting or hindering the survival of 
the various forms of living things - temperature, climate, water, food, etc., being the 
inanimate factors while the great variety of constructive, neutral and hostile relation- 
ships are the animate factors. This, the main body of the book, terminates in an analysis 
of evolution, its probable mechanism, and the several schools of scientific and philosoph- 
ical thought that have developed from it.. A final section treats of naturalists themselves, 
both professional and amateur, and of the scientific method in theory and practice. The 
author, a research biologist on the staff of the International Health Division of the 
Rockefeller Foundation, and the son-in-law of David Fairchild, has done an extremely good 
job of achieving sprightliness without glibness and, by honestly labelling his own small 
crotchets and biases, manages to maintain a consistent objectivity throughout. A well- 
chosen bibliography, with brief descriptions, will be useful to the reader interested in 
going more deeply into the fields discussed herein. 


Stern, Edith M. & A. A. Wyn 
Castendyck, Elsa THE HANDICAPPED CHILD $2.00 


To my knowledge the first, and an excellent first, book on this subject giving 
guidance on an always painful problem which demands a realistic rather than emotional 
attitude on the part of the parents involved. Stressing throughout the need of the handi- 
capped child for security- rather than pity, for participation wherever possible, for the | 
development of self-reliance, the substitution of other activities for those which are not 
possible, this offers both psychological insight as well as practical advice. Whether your 
child is retarded, blind, deaf, epileptic, has a speech defect, or has cerebral palsy or 
rheumatic fever, this makes specific recommendations for the proper techniques to be used 
by the parent, the schools or agencies that can help, underlining throughout the importance 
o. the right adjustment to be made by the parent as well as the child. The market is 
clearly defined. 
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Lamport, Felicia Houghton, Mifflin 
MINK ON WEEKDAYS $3.50 







* A devastating - often caricature-wise funny - picture of adolescence as lived by 
little rich girls and told with perceptive afterthought. The author's descriptions of fa- 
mily life, at home and abroad, and sisterly competition are precise in reporting and lively 
in memory. For Mother had definite ideas which were ruggedly executed, Father was powerful, 
blessed with a sense of the ludicrous, and grew less remote as Sara and Felicia grew older. 
There was also Joe, unfailing, dependable, their Japanese factotum, and Mademoiselle, un- 
bending and strict as a governess, and assorted relatives and friends. "Mink on weekdays 
and ermine on Sundays" led to carefully chosen regimes - of golf, chickens, a lamb, music 
and tennis, school work on European trips, bar mitzvah, orthodox Kosher food and Jewish 
ceremonials - but there were unexpected breakouts in secret codes, questions about sex and 
God and babies, shopping on the lower East side, decorating a new apartment, combatting on 
Italian instructor, and the girls’ involuntary entry into an international beauty competi- 
tion among others. Eventually college was the break that blocked Mother's autocratic rule. 
Extravagances - and extravagant - this is on a much plushier plane than two possible com- 
parisons - My Sister Eileen or Our Hearts Were Young and Gay - although there might be a 
comparable market. 



























March 29 \/ 


Lieberman, Elias Harper 
UNIONS BEFORE THE BAR $5.00 _~ 


The struggle of labor unions for the past one hundred and fifty years in local, 

state and federal courts is here told through twenty-five cases which have effected their 
é&e growth and influence. The drama of each of these cases has been caught, and they return 

in time to 1805 when a handful of bootmakers organized in Philadelphia to raise wages to 
the recent case of the United States versus John L. Lewis in his refusal to abide by a court 
decision. There are cases involving injunctions, picketing, free speech, sit down strikes, 
etc. and although the author indicates his sympathy towards labor, he endeavors to be fair 
in his interpretation of each issue. Special. 


Prescott, H. F. M. Yale University Press 
FRIAR FELIX AT LARGE $3.75 


This presents the work of a 15th century Dominican brother which told of his 
travels to the Holy Land, one pilgrimage in 1480 and another in 1483 and offers a fairly 
spry account of the religious tourists of long ago. Together with the reasons for such 
a trip, and the preparations, there are the difficulties and dangers attendant on travel, 
the enforced fellowship of the road, and the hardships of voyaging. And arrived at their 
destination for the Pilgrims there are not only the sights and sounds of the strange land, 
but the arduous outings and exciting encounters that were unavoidable in those times. 
There are the devotions, the vigils, the relics and souvenirs, the trivial and human inci- 
dents that at times make it a mirror of modern travelers abroad. Other personal narratives 
are combined with Brother Felix', so that the picture is one of contrasts and comparisons. 
Definitely for the scholar and because of its special preoccupation of small interest to 
@® general audience. Contemporary illustrations, chapter notes, and a bibliography. 


April 3v AE - s/3 


ee Barzun, Jacques Little, Brown (Atlantic Monthly) , 
BERLIOZ AND THE ROMANTIC CENTURY 2 volumes- $12.50 JV 























A monumental work, in its 1200 pages and its bibliography of an additional 150 
pages, this biography of the “misknown" composer Berlioz is a reassessment of one of the 
world's few complete artists in the heroic tradition. It is also the story of a life work 
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which bears a double character as it “brings us face to face with every familiar contempor- 

ary, raises every intellectual question, and illustrates every practical problem in the life 

/@ of art”. Barzun, whose critical subtleties, artistic appreciation and very civilized prose 

‘ have given a special enhancement to this earlier books, joins them here with a musical 
scholarship of great depth. In this work, he has flanked the 25 biographical chapters of 
Berlioz’ life with critical essays dealing with the major scores (instrumentation, melodies, 
structure, harmony, etc.) which are not for the more casual or "impetuous" reader. And he 
has also included a few “interchapters" on more general aesthetic aspects, the century of 
romanticism, art and life, etc. One follows here the uneven, unhappy courses of his life; 
the spontaneous creative power which led to the young debut in Paris; the love for the un- 
obtainable actress, Harriet, which led much later to the marriage which dissolved as Har- 
riet became a scold and a drinker; the long succession of his works and their performance; 
the neglect of his son, Louis, later a source of remorse; his contacts with all the greats 
of a highly creative century; the conflict of the artist with the new post-revolutionary 
society after 1848 and the slackening of the public's response; the writing of his monu- 
mental Les Troyens which never had a proper performance; and the last years of increasing 
illness and semi-obscurity, the death of Louis which was followed shortly by his own death. 
. A book for the serious student, library reference shelves and music schools in partic- 

ular, and for a long standard sale. 
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Apri 5/4 


Macgowan, Kenneth Macmillan 
EARLY MAN IN THE NEW WORLD $5.00 


To the layman interested in anthropology, this should prove an interesting and 
occasionally entertaining account of what is known and what is still unanswered concerning 
the origins of man in North and South America. It summarizes present knowledge on such 
questions as: "From where did the first prehistoric Americans migrate?” "How long ago did 

é they arrive?" “Where was their first point of contact with the American mainland?” “What 
was their original racial stock?" “Was their way of life basically one of agriculture or 
hunting?" "Did their culture originate here, or was it largely acquired through diffusion 
contacts with other people?” The author, while not a professional anthropologist, quotes 
frequently from authorities, of whom there seem to be equal numbers on either side of most 
questions. The result provides the reader with some basic information, a considerable list 

| of unanswered questions, and more importantly, some insight into the methods of anthropol- 
ogy and paleontology which often take on the aspects of detection. Interesting for the 
scientifically inclined- along this particular bent. More than 100 illustrations by 
Campbell Grant. 


Woods, Ralph-/d. Macmillan 
A SECOND TREASURY OF THE FAMILIAR $5.00 


A bookshop staple for home library shelves, and a public library staple for refer- 
ence shelves, this Second Treasury of the Familiar is similar to the first and is again a 
sizeable collection of representative, memorable prose and poetry. Whether in the prose 
| ' of John Adams, F.D.R., Lincoln, Ernie Pyle, Hans Christian Andersen, Samuel Johnson, Swift, 
John Bunyan, Lewis Carroll, St. Francis of Assisi, Emerson, Ulysses S. Grant, Charles Dar- 
win, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Lewis Carroll, Anatole France, the Bible or the Atlantic Char- 
ter--- or the poetry of W. S. Gilbert, the Lake poets, Browning, Milton, Shakespeare, Matt- 
hew Arnold, Emily Dickinson, Edgar Guest, William Blake, Sir Walter Scott, Joyce Kilmer, 
Whitman, Ogden Nash or Don Marquis- you will find something for all times and all tastes. 
A big book of big names,and some lessér known and anonymous, this is for casual perusal 











and permanent pleasure. 12 
April 0 
Douglas, William 0. Harper 
OF MEN AND MOUNTAINS $4.60 - 






If you will have the patience to look behind the enormous amount of foliage here, 
you will come upon an amazingly clear and unselfconscious portrait of QM Justice Douglas. 
It is surprising and refreshing to find in this century a man with such a variety of vital 
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interests outside his work and such an overwhelming wealth of information on each subject. 
Nearly all the aspects of natural history, from geology and botany to anthropology are a 
source of interest to this naturalist, fisherman, mountain climber and general outdoor man. 

a Somewhat biographical, this deals with his boyhood in the state of Washington, his hard but 
successful fight to conquer the crippling effects of infantile paralysis, the other hurdles 
he has surmounted, these personal passages are included to illustrate his essential point 
and purpose- the ultimate benefit of attempting the difficult task, the spiritual reward 
to be found in the clean test of self through adventure in the mountains. Black and white 
drawings by Mary Watkins illustrate the text. 


Appit-10~ 3/13 
Knopf 
JEFFERSON AND MADISON $4.00 


Sub-titled The Great Collaboration this is sure to have an audience in the ex- 
perienced and expert student of American political theory. It is exciting research in man- 
uscript collections and unpublished primary sources for the interdependent relationship of 
the generally accepted father of Jeffersonian politics and his lesser known friend for half 
a century, James Madison. This traces their early acquaintance begun in 1776 to the deep- 
ening of their interest, beliefs and cooperation through to their deaths, and gives a well 
documented account of the issues in which they were involved, the mutual influence, and the 
crucial roles they played. It points out the interplay of their ideas, their importance 
in the age of American enlightenment, their part in formulating principles of democracy and 
in realizing those ideals; it never loses sight of their unique and congenial partnership 
not only as friends but as political philosophers and statesmen; it shows how they affirmed 
their faith in and their progressive view of American potentials; it underlines the char- 
acteristic differences as well as the basic agreement about political values. And it gives 
more credit to Madison than history has so far accorded, in the part he played in the Vir- 
ginia and Kentucky resolutions, in the founding of the University of Virginia and the 
Jeffersonian tradition. From letters and accredited source material, this offers new hori- 
zons to historians everywhere. Basic reference. 


Nathan, Robert Knopf 
THE GREEN LEAF $3.00 


Some charming verses which are neither intellectual mysteries, psychological test- 
aments nor philosophical puzzles, but merely the finely tuned reactions of a person aware of 
the beauties of nature, of the consolations and illusions of love. And they are also express- 
ive of a tender patriotism and a finely aristocratic pride in Judaism. The most successful 
poems are the sonnets, some of which rise to extraordinary heights of technical and express- 
ive beauty. The others, lyrical and sensuous, seems less fully realized but are pleasing in 
tone. This is seldom great poetry- but it does not pretend to be. And the lack of preten- 
tiousness, the simply understood emotions should rank it fairly high as well as make it 
popular. 

MacLean, Fitzroy Little, Brown , 

ESCAPE TO ADVENTURE 4 /16 $4.00 / 

From the British Embassy in Paris to Moscow was the first step of the author's in 
achieving his ambition to travel in Central Asia, and part of this is his record of how he 
managed to get into closed zones. For he soon learned that the NKVD was ever vigilant, but 
that, with some round about planning he could make his destination. On leaves he managed, 
by hook, crook and luck, to keep off the beaten track and, without permissions but with a 
lot of ingenuity, rambled at large in the Turkestan, across the Caspian, into Lenkoran and 
Tiflis, etc. He found the long arm of the Kremlin everywhere but, even with tactical err- 
ors, chalked up success. The rest of the book is devoted to his assignments during World War 
II, where first in the Middle East, he soon was working with irregulars, volunteers whose 
job it was to nip trouble in the bud, which led to his mission in Jugoslavia where he was 
contact man with the Partisans and Tito. This is a section devoted to guerrilla warfare, to 
delicate political manoeuverings against the Axis, and an intimate picture of Tito and the 
shifts in international feelings which carries right up to the beginning of the peace. An 
interestingly adventurous book which gives a definite sense of behind the scenes reporting, 
e personal feeling of events experienced and people known. Good reading for men. 


Koch, Adrienne 
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Kelly, Amy Harvard University Press 
ELEANOR OF AQUITAINE AND THE FOUR KINGS $5.00 


A lively, comprehensive survey of the life and times - and effect - of 12th cen- 
tury Eleanor, her two husbands, and her two sons is drawn from all available contemporary 
and related sources and reveals what those writers had to say about their own times. In its 
coverage it traces the feud between the Capet and Plantaganet lines, the downfall of the 
Angevin empire, and the consolidation of a double empire. Queen of the Franks by her first 
marriage to Louis, Eleanor found means to get rid of him and to marry Henry of Normandy who 
founded the Plantaganet rule in England, and suffered through the tragedy of Becket. But 
Eleanor returned to Poitiers, was guilty of treason until she came into power under her son, 
Richard, later known as Coeur de Lion, and later when another son became king, John Lackland, 
died in her 80's with full honors. A colorful, interesting period is given full due with 
the accent on the importance of the individuals in leaving their stamp on the times adding 
to the overall effect. A book first of all for serious students of history but not too 
pedantic for its more casual followers. Chapter notes and a bibliography. 


MacManus, Seumas Macmillan 
HEAVY HANGS THE GOLDEN GRAIN $3.00 


From Ireland's inexhaustible legendary heritage, this is a collection of fables, 
stories, ballads, rhymes which captures the particular poetry, wisdom and humor of her 
felklore. Here is that timeless world of “kings and queens, poets, prophets, and saints, 
wizards, witty women and witless men, fairies, too, and ghosts maybe, and birds and beasts 
that talk”"- often more intelligently than men. The Irish idiom has charm and rhythm and 
is by no means inaccessible- but this is still for a special market. 


ApetT 12 
A | i ne a La® P 
Funk, Charles E. Harper 
THEREBY HANGS A TALE $3.50 
Stortes of Curtous Word Origins 


The fascinating sport of word sleuthing is here enhanced by the supplementary and 
amplifying backgrounds given to the ancestry, birth and growth of words. A work, with thir- 
ty years of study behind it, to be enjoyed by all those to whom etymology is either a hobby 
or a professional study, this gives the words alphabetically, beginning with abet, abeyance, 
abhor, on through clue, fad, indolence, mentor, pants, and ends with the mystery of the 
word Yankee. The lines of descent and the sources have been checked; the acquired meanings 
are noted; the historical background of the word is indicated; related words are grouped 
together; there is a full index. A friendly companion to 4 Hog On Ice (1948) which treated 
similarly with curious expressions. 


Guggenheimer, Richard Yy-id Harper 
/ CREATIVE VISION $2.50 


Provocative and at the same time confused, this little essay- half philosophical 
and half aesthetic- seems to have for its main theme the necessity of personal integration 
through the medium of the creative arts. And of these arts, the author seems to think that 
those of painting and sculpture are the greatest or at least the most relevant to the mod- 
ern age. His intentions, and his conclusions, are not always clear but en route he touches 
on many interesting problems: the modern scientific sense of time; the impact of Einstein 
on our thinking and seeing; modern psychology; etc. Guggenheimer feels that too many of 
us are frustrated and he pleads that we allow ourselves a free creative vision of the mod- 
ern world. Of appeal largely to artists and intellectuals, this is not a very powerful or 
very clear book, but it may at least be suggestive. 
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February 1, 1950 Non-fiction 
April 12 


Harper 


Stimpson, George 
A BOOK ABOUT AMERICAN HISTORY $3.50 -— 
Some miscellaneous, exterraneous information in question and answer form which 
pursues the method of Information Roundup and A Book Ab1tut A Thousand Things and provides 
some incidental intelligence. Why Napoleon sold Louisiana, what General apologized for 
fighting on Sunday, how much it cost to discover America, how Canada originated, who named 
and discovered what, who said what famous words, who's who and who did what when,- you'll 


pick up some casual points of interest and learning. 


April 13 


Rinehart 


de Riencourt, Amaury 
ROOF OF THE WORLD $3.50 

An account of Tibet whose value to those attempting a clearer understanding of 
world affairs has been redoubled by current politcal manoeuvers. This is not a travel book, 
although it is incidentally an account of the author's expedition to this isolated and im- 
penetrable country. It is primarily a sincere and careful evaluation of the contribution 
that could be made to our modern world by this culture, based on religion rather than ma- 
terialism. By means of first hand observation and a knowledgeable presentation of Tibetan 
history, past and present, the cultural identity, the geo-political as well as spiritual 
importance of Tibet is given. Invaluable to those seeking a concrete picture of Tibet's 
present position- but how many are there? 


Too Late 


Announcing - already published 


Untermeyer, Louis- fd. Harcourt, Brace 
MODERN AMERICAN POETRY AND MODERN BRITISH POETRY $6.00 


This is the combined Mid-Century Edition in one volume. Both of these anthol- 
ogies - Modern American Poetry, Seventh Revised Bdition, and Modern British Poetry, Sixth 
Revised Edition - are available in separate volumes, each priced $4.50. 


Koch, Vivienne New Directions 
WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS $2.00 


This earnest, thorough study of the works- both in prose and poetry- of a deeply 
American artist leaves nothing to be desired in assiduity but remains for all its good will 
& 1‘ ttle less than illuminating. Williams’ is an illusive talent- lying somewhere between 
the dry, sculptural quality of Wallace Stevens and the delicate traceries of E.B. Cummings’ 
wit and lyricism. Williams is a rational humanist and in all his work, however experimen- 
tal and oblique, there is a pervading passion for life as well as a tender lyricism and 
resigned philosophy. Miss Koch examines the poems, plays and novels piece-meal, quotes 
from them copiously, explains them and admires them- and still leaves the reader without 
feeling for her subject. The book is for a public of those interested in modern poetry, 


‘es ~t opens no wider vistas. (1/19) 








‘'s 


Page 
617 
619 
649 
649 
650 
669 
669 
669 
671 
675 
679 


681 
682 


689 


oOomwrA mn tw 


~ 
© © 


28 
ol 
32 
34 
37 
O7 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
43 
a4 
45 
45 
48 
49 
49 
50 


February 1, 1950 





PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Horkheimer, Max- fd. - THE AUTHORITARIAN PERSONALITY- from 1/4 to 3/15 (Harper) 
Diekhoff, J.S.- DEMOCRACY’S COLLEGE- price from $3.00 to $2.50 (Harper) 
Allport, G.W.- THE INDIVIDUAL AND HIS RELIGION- from 1/31 to 2/21 (Macmillan) 
Clinton, K.- LET'S READ THE BIBLE- now published. (Macmillan) 
Bailey, Albert E.- THE GOSPEL IN HYMNS- from 1/? to 3/13 (Scribner) 
Fishbein, Morris- POPULAR MEDICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA- from 2/23 to 3/23 (Doubleday) 
Flavin, M.- BLACK AND WHITE- price from $3.50 to $4.00 (Harper) 
Hahn, Emily- A DEGREE OF PRUDERY- from 2/23 to 3/23 (Doubleday) 
MacIver, R.M.- THE RAMPARTS WE GUARD- from 2/7 to 2/14 (Macmillan) 
Challis, George- THE FIREBRAND- from 2/15 to 3/1 (Harper) 
Divine, A.D.- THE KING OF FASSARAI- change author reference to David Divine 
(Macmillan) 
Stout, Rex- THREE DOORS TO DEATH- definite date 4/21 (Viking) 
Coit, M.L.- Title from AMERICAN PORTRAIT: JOHN C. CALHOUN to JOHN C. CALHOUN. 
Date from 1/31 to 2/21 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Velikovsky, I.- WORLDS IN COLLISION- from 2/28 to 3/14 (Macmillan) 
Forester, C.S.- MR. MIDSHIPMAN HORNBLOWER- price from $2.75 to $3.00 (Little, 
Brown ) 
Godden, Rumer- A BREATH OF AIR- from 3/3 to 10/? Ladies Home Journal serializa- 
tion. (Viking) 
Walsh, Thomas- NIGHTMARE IN MANHATTAN- from 3/2 to 4/3 (Little, Brown) 
Clement, Hal- NEEDLE- from $3.00 to $2.50 (Doubleday) 
Davidman, Joy- WEEPING BAY- from 3/14 to 2/28 (Macmillan) 
Flaiano, E.- THE SHORT CUT- Note correct spelling of author's name. (Pellegrini 
& Cudahy) 
Kaplan, H.J.- THE PLENIPOTENTIARIBS~ from 3/? to 4/19 (Harper) 
Wheelock, H.H.-£d.- EDITOR TO AUTHOR. Note editor reference. Definite date 3/27 
(Scribner ) 
Kennedy, M.- THE FEAST- from 3/23 to 3/20 (Rinehart) 
Streatfeild, N.- MOTHERING SUNDAY- definite date 2/27 (Coward-McCann) 
Gaines, Robert- FINAL NIGHT- price from $3.00 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 
Schoonover, L.- THE GENTLE INFIDEL- from 3/21 to 3/14 (Macmillan) 
Banning, M.C.- GIVE US OUR YEARS- definite date 3/29 (Harper) 
McCoy, John P.- BIG AS LIFE- definite date 3/29 (Harper) 
Stanford, J.K.- GUNS WANTED- definite date 3/13 (Scribner) 
Weston, Christine- THE WORLD IS A BRIDGE- definite date 3/27 (Scribner) 
Revell, L.- A SILVER SPADE- from 3/28 to 3/7 (Macmillan) 
Sorokin, P.A.- LEAVES FROM A RUSSIAN DIARY - from 2/2 to 2/22 (Beacon) 
Logan & Cosper- HOW TO GROW VEGETABLES- from 2/15 to 3/15 (Duell,Sloan & Pearce) 
Hauser, G.- LOOK YOUNGER, LIVE LONGER- from 2/16 to 2/23 (Farrar, Straus) 
Pirogov, Peter- WHY I ESCAPED- from 2/17 to 2/24 (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
Smart, Mollie- BABE IN A HOUSE- Note correction of author and title (Scribner) 
Montgomery, J.S.- THE INCREDIBLE CASANOVA- price from $3.00 to $3.95 (Doubleday) 
Cooper, Duff- SGT. SHAKESPEARE- from 3/10 to 3/17 (Viking) 
Hinshaw, David- HERBERT HOOVER- from 3/13 to 3/23 (Farrar, Straus) 
Jenkins, Dorothy- THE WEEKEND GARDENER- from 3/23 to 3/9 (Rinehart) 
Brameld, T.- ENDS AND MEANS IN EDUCATION- definite date 3/1 (Harper) 
Gould, F.F.- MAINE MAN IN THB MAKING- definite date 3/29 (Harper) 
Poston, R.W.- SMALL TOWN RENAISSANCE- from 3/? to 4/19 (Harper) 
Smith, E.C.- THE STORY OF OUR NAMES- definite date 3/29 (Harper) 










A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR MARCH 


F CR ae 


yy 


CONTEMPORARY 


THE TOWN AND THE CITY (Harcourt, Brace) 

A BREATH OF AIR (Viking) 

DEBBY (Harper) 

THE FEAST (Rinehart) Literary Guild selection 

for April 

GEORDIE (Houghton, Mifflin) \ 

NOTHING (Viking) 

WAIT FOR TOMORROW (Putnam) 

THE WORLD IS A BRIDGE (Scribner) 

THE BOYS FROM SHARON (Harper) Book of the Month 
Club selection for April. 


_llarch 2- 
Mapeirs— 
arch 15- 


March 20- 


Kerouac, John 
Godden, Rumer 
Steele, Max 
Kennedy, Margaret 


March 23- 
March 24- 
March 24- 
March 27- 
March 29- 


Walker, David 

Green, Henry 

Wilder, Robert 
Weston, Christine 
Cooper, Louise Field 


HISTORICAL, REGIONAL 


March 2- PHANTOM FORTRESS (Little, 


lancaster, auoe 
: robe - C : - 

Plaidy. Jean THE GOLDSMITA'S WIFE (ipiletéa-Gentae Gaal 

Forester, C.S. MR. MIDSHIPMAN HORNBLOWER (Little, Brown) 

Van Svery, Dale BRIDAL JOURNEY (Messner ) 


Westoott, Jan THE HEPBURN (Crown) 


Brame: 





March 10- 
March 13- 
March 24- 
March 29- 


THRILLERS 


ROUGH JUSTICE (Little, Brown) 


Haycox, Ernest 
THE MOTIVE (Simon & 3chuster) 


Piper, Evelyn 


March 


7- 


Carleton, Marjorie 
Carr, John Dickson 


Barkins, Evelyn 


THE BRIDE REGRETS (Morrow) 
THE BRIDE OF NEWGATE (Harper) 


Rob £°350 ee 


BIOGRAPHY 
THE DOCTOR HAS A FAMILY (Pellegrini & Cudahy) 


March 26- Chute, Marchette SHAKESPEARE OF LONDON (Dutton) Book of the 
r Month Club Co-selection for April 

March 17- Hurlbut, Gladys NEXT WEEK-EAST LYNNE (Dutton) 

March 20- Leahy, Admiral Wm. I WAS THERE (Whittlesey) 

Maroh-27- Taber, Gladys STILLMEADOWS SEASONS (Macrae-Smith) 

Maro - Orme, Alexandra COMES THE COMRADE! (Morrow) 


5/" 


March 1ll- 
March 13- 


MISCELLANEOUS 


2.75 686 
5.00 19 
5.50 119 
4.00 121 


THE ART OF REAL HAPPINESS (Prentice-Hall) 
THE AMERICAN MIND (Yale) 

THE WORLD OF FICTION (Houghton, Mifflin) 
OUT OF THE EARTH (Harper) 


Peale & Blanton 
Commager, Henry Steele 
De Voto, Bernard 
Bromfield, Louis 





